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Visitors. |

Topeka Extends Welcome, Thrice Welcome, to -:Vetera,ns and -

) How the New Proposed
Glory” with Its 48 Stars and
Six Pointed Center Will Look

OUR WELCOME

Mayor Cofran’s Glad Hand teo
Veterans.

Streets of Topeka Present Gay
Appearance.

FOR COMMANDER GARDNER

The &. A. R. Chief Will Be
Given a Reception.

—The Program.

This is the first o™tclal day of Mem-
orial week in Topeka. Every train
into the capital eity today brings hun-
dreds of wearers of the bronze but-
tons to enjoy the festivitles of the
thirty-third encampment of the De-
partment of Kansas, G. A. R. The
eity, from the most unpretentious res-
idence to the downtown skyscrapers,
{s a flutter of flags and bunting and
red, white and blue tribute. The
rtreets are allve with the veterans of
the Civil war, some bent and totter-
ing, others rugged and wrinkled.

Washington Gardner of Alhion, Mi
recenily elevted commander-in-chi
of the National G. A. R., and guest
of Kausas veterans during the To-
peka cncampment. Commander
Gardner will deliver the dedicatory
adilress at Memorial hal] Wednes-
day morning.

The first meeting of the encamp-
ment convened at the auditorium at
1:30 o'clock this afternoon. At 7:80
s0'clock this evening a grand reception
will be tendered to Washington Gard-
ner, commander-in-chlef of tha
Grand Army of the Republic. And
tonight—listen. hoys—the state house
Janwn will be turned over to a great,
old fashioned camp fire meeting—a
meeting where bands and @rum corps
and singing will bring back memories
of sky-canopled gatherings while the
soldiers in the blue and the gray rest-
ed on their arms.

Tomorrow s the big day of the
week., Tomorrow is parade day. To-
morrow {s the day of the dedication
of the half-milllon dollar Memorial
hall, bullt for the soldlers and sallors
of Kansas, Tomorrow the flags will
be transferred, the bird-man Longren
will fly and concerts and campfires
will prevail for the 20,000 expected
visitors, ¢
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Colonel J. N. Harrison, Commander
Depurtment of Kansas, Grand Army
of the Republic,

This morning at 8 o'clock the creden-
tials committee met at the G. A. R.
headquarters in the state house. AL 8
o'clock the comp-fire committee met.
At 10 o'clock the council of administra-

} tionm, in secrct session, trunsacted the
businesa of the department of Kansas.
At 1:80 o'clock the encampment meet-
ing opened at the Auditorium with an
address by Mayor Cofran and a re-
sponse by W. A. Benson.

Reports of the state department
commander, state chaplain and other
officials of the state G. A. R. organi-
zation. were read this afternoon at
the meeting in the auditorium. The
report of the commander covers the
work of his department during the
last year, while the chaplain's report
dealt largely with the records of the
thinning ranks of the

TP rhe Mayor's Welcome.
( In welcoming the old soldiers.to the

Young Man Full of Remorse

Kansas  yet-

DIES UNDER TRAIN

for Killing His Sweetheart

Throws Himself- Under Wheels
of a Passing Locomotive.

FOURTH ATTEMPT AT SUICIDE

He Had Tried Drowning Once
and Chloroform Twice.

Body of the Dead &irl Found
in the Woods.

Downers Grove, IIl., May 26.—Mad
with remorse for killing Florence
Bentley, his sweetheart, in the woods
near here Iast Saturday night Ragi-
nald A. Barr, 24 years old, a railroad
eclerk, employed in Chicago. commit-
ted sulcide at Lisle, three milea from
here today, by jumping under
wheels of a moving passenger train.
Previously he had twice tried poison
and once jumped into a quarry pit.
The girl, a cloak model, also em-
ployed In Chicago, was of about Barr's
age. They had been “pals” for years
but Florence, according to her moth-
er, was growing tired of her compan-
fon. Baturday night the two met and
went for a walk., According to a note
found on Barr's body they went to &
leafy bower In the woods., She re-
fused to kiss him and he asked her
if she did not want to be his sweet-
heart any more.

There was a struggle and, says the
note, “the girl died of heart fallure or
fright. as T surely could mnot kill the
one I thought the most of In the
world."”

Late that night the famlilies of the
two lovers became alarmed and search
was begun. Professor G. C. Butler,
superintendent of schools here, re-
turning from Wheaton, by automoblle,
saw Barr plunging along the road that
night and said: “Hello, Barr." The
lonely pedestrian only pulled his cap
lower for reply. Yesterday the
schools were dismissed and the search
was taken up by the pupils but it re-
malned for Car] Selig, driver of a gro-
cery cart, late in the afternoon, to dis-
cover the body of the girl. She lay
on the ground, her hands folded over
her breast. Barr was still missing.

He was observed at Lisle this snorn-
ing by Charles Schwerer, a farmer,
who thought he was waiting to steal
a ride on a train.

“He sat with his head between his
hands,” related the farmer, “but when
the train came he jumped right under
the wheels."

Barr according to his note, after
walking for miles in a-daze, first at-
tempted to take his own life by plung-
Ing into a quarry near Naperville. He
landed in the stagnant water, how-
o::r. nig ! ! cout:d not sink,” says the
note. @ purchased and re-
turned to the side otp?h-:%ud Eirl
but the contents of the bottle were
spilled before the work of the poilson

tempt, but again recovered and final-
1y determined to make cerinin
by plunging under a train. The post-
mortem over the girl's body. did’not
disclose the cause of death, but it as-
tablished that there was nothing sor-
did In her relations with Barr.. A
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wea complete, He repeated the at-

that his slaying of his sweetheart,
Florence Bentley, at” Downers Grove,
thres miles from here, last Saturday
night was accidental, jumped beneath a
moving traln here early today and waw
killed.

it was his fourth attempt at sulcide,
In & note found on his person he de-
clared that he took a drug twice Iin an
effort to die beside the body of
sweetheart, but both times failed. In
desperation he mnext jumped into a
quarry pit but he lit in the stagnant
water and “I could not sink,” said the
note.

The note stated that Miss Bentley
-was killed when he tried to kiss her.
Bhe acreamed when he made- the at-
tempt, and he placed his hand over her

mouth.
tripped and fell. He bellaved her neck
was broken; any wzy, she was dead.
Physicians who examined her body
declare that the neck was not broken.
The Note He Left
Barr's note was written on both
sides of a small sheet of paper in a
clerkly hand. It follows:
“Lisle, Ill., May 26, 1914,
“Dear Folks: God forgive me for
causing my sweetheart's death. I did
not kill her. We walked otit there
and sat down. I tried to kiss her and
she repulsed me. I asked her if she
did not want to bs my sweetheart any
more. She would not answer. I took
ahold of her waist and she started to
scream. I could not think what was
the matter with her. I became ex-

In the ensuing struggle they
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cited and put my wrist on her wind-
pipe to stop her ascreaming, and
went completely out of my head.
“She bacame all of a sudden.
I thought I had hurt her and she
was breathing héavily but was sanme-
less. I coveresd her up and don't re-
member what happened until I
awoke to find myself lying along the
road near Naplerville. My mind came
back. I realized what I had dons
and I went over to the quarry and
jumped In but conld not sink.
Bought More Chioroform.
“Then I went to Aurora. bought
some chloreform and that night
(Sunday) I came back and found my
darling’s body and I realized that she
was really dead. I lay down beside
{(Continued on Page Two.)

L]

THE KEY TO HOSPITALITY
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MEDIATION HALTS

The Niagars Falls Conference
¥ Hiis a Bm-

Agrarian Question Threatens
to Make Seriows Trouble.

Niagara Falls, May 26.—The work of
the mediators who are considering the
differences between the United dtates
and Mexico came temporarily to a halt
today. All scemed golng well and ev-
eryone wis optimistic and the Mexican
delegates belleving they had
an accord with the Americans, were
about to issue a formal! statement ex-
planatory of their position on the land
question regretting that it was impos-
sible for them to guarantee as to the
action of a new and sovereign and rec-
ognized government. But the Mexi-
can delegates today sald they had con-
cluded to !ssus mno 'pronupciamento.
They were not les: optimistic, they
said, but were less certain of the wis-
dom of the promised declaration at this
critical moment

Then, when every one, amased at
this sudden step, was speculating upon
t&:hmfnr&‘mdthowmﬂﬂod

rumors, American delegatea
dashed up In their automobiles.
was & hurried mounting of the stair
case to the room of the mediators, the
door was slammed and a prolonged
and earnest ‘“conversation” was en-
tered upon. It was obvious that there
must be some more definite assurance
respecting the land question to meet
purpose of President Wil-
son. Preclsely how it was to be worked
out or how it could be worked out, was
not altogether clear, bhut Wittle doubt
was feit by thoss ) that it
would be worked out

IT IS HOT AND WINDY

years was 40 in 1901,
The wind is 18 miles an hour

from
tod raiging the

T. R TO OPEN T |

In Pemusylvania With a Speech
at Pittshurg Jume $0.

gressive conference. William Draper

ative Victor Murdock of Kansas board-

ed the train at New York to go on to ]

Washington with the oolonel. Deas ‘

Lewis sald the outlook In Permayls ;

vania was encouraging from the Preo- o

gressive standpoint, =

“I am taking an enormous

in Pennaylvania,” Col. Rooseveit :

“and that is why I am going to speak

in this state.” i
Bevearal

when some one called
cheers for the old ‘war horse.”

Oyster Bay this morning and left for
Washington over the Psansylvania at
10 o'clock. In Washington he will
call on President Wilson and address
the National Geographic on his
recent expedition to Brasil.

The colonel pianned to discuss the
political situation on the train.

was to be met at Philadeiphia by Sen-

ator Cla of Minnesota, H:r'hlhl
and by nator Polndexter Waah-
ington, Progressive. O.. . Duvia
secretary of the Progressive commit-
tep and Representative Hinnebsugh of
Mlinols, ¢hairman of the Progressive
congressional committee.

The official program for dedication '
week for the new Memorial hall and -
for the thirty-third annual encamp-
ment of the Kansas G. A. R., as given
out officiaily by Colonel J. N. Harri-
son, department commander, follows:
- Today.

1:30 p. m—First meeting of the
encampment convenes at City Audi-
torium.

Address of welcome by Mayor R. L.
Cofran.
+« Response by Comrade A. W. Ben- |

sOn
m.—Grand for

7:30 B
commander-in-chief In Memorial halk




